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The Garbutt Report 

 

Investigation into the council’s involvement with the Cotswold 

Water Park 

 

Outstanding issues and City of London Police investigation 

 

In October 2011 Professor Graham Garbutt was engaged by the council to carry out 

an independent investigation into the council’s involvement with the Cotswold Water 

Park and, in particular, the Cotswold Water Park Society. The Society was an 

independent organisation that received grant funding from the council and also 

managed several council properties on long term leases. This followed the exposure 

of a serious fraud at the Society by its then chief executive, Dennis Grant. Mr Grant 

was subsequently prosecuted and sentenced to four years imprisonment in July 

2011.  

 

Professor Garbutt published his report in March 2012. The report was 

comprehensive but made reference to additional material as follows: 

 

“In the course of this review evidence has been identified that merits further 

investigation and has accordingly been referred to the City of London Police 

Economic Crime Directorate. Further details are not given at this stage.” (para 2, 

page 4) 

 

This refers to two pieces of information that were shared with the City of London 

Police (COLP) who, following concerns raised by members of the public, had been 

engaged to review the original investigation conducted by Gloucestershire 

Constabulary. COLP considered the evidence provided by Professor Garbutt along 

with other allegations during 2012 and early 2013. On completion of their 

investigation they submitted a report to Gloucestershire Constabulary. Their report is 

available on the Gloucestershire Police website here. 

 

The two issues are dealt with in sections 10 and 13 of the report. Section 10 

concerns a sponsorship agreement between Mr Grant and a development company, 

Watermark. This matter emerged during Professor Garbutt’s review which involved 

discussions with bodies and individuals outside the council as well as within. It 

should be stressed that this matter involves an arrangement between two external 

parties and that the council had no involvement in it. Consequently, the council holds 

no documents relating to the arrangement. 

 

Section 13 concerns an e-mail between Mr Grant and a council employee dated 21st 

January 2008. The issues surrounding the e-mail have been investigated by COLP 
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and evidence submitted for consideration by the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS). 

It is important to note that, following advice from the CPS, no further charges have 

been made as a result of the COLP investigation.  

 

At County Council on 4th September 2013 the Leader of the Council responded to a 

question from Cllr Joe Harris on the matter of material excluded from the Garbutt 

Report: 

 

“Question 19 - Cllr Joe Harris requested that the parts of the Garbutt report that had 

been omitted due to the police investigation be released to the public. 

  

Cllr Mark Hawthorne stated that with regards to the Garbutt report, it had involved all 

parties and its implementation had been overseen by the Audit Committee. The 

report was comprehensive and passed on the City of London Police. He stated that 

he was not aware that there were parts of the report that had not been released. If 

there were any parts not previously released then, with the permission of the City of 

London Police, these would be made available.” 

 

As the investigation has now concluded the council has decided to disclose the e-

mail referred to in section 13 in the interests of transparency. This should clearly 

be read alongside the findings outlined in section 13 of the COLP report. 

 

Dennis Grant E-mail 
21 January 2008.pdf
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